
Callery (Bradford) pear  
Pyrus calleryana 

Overview 
Callery pear is also known by one of its variety names, Bradford pear. It is an invasive tree that is native to 
Asia and was introduced as root stock for improvement of edible pears and then later as an ornamental. It is 
now spread broadly throughout the eastern US along with about 20 other cultivars. It must have pears of 
another cultivar to produce fertile fruit, which were introduced to provide sturdier trees.  

Appearance 
A round to pyramidal-shaped deciduous tree that can grow up to 
60 ft (18 m) tall and 2 ft. (0.6 m) diameter. Branches and twigs will 
often have thorns. 

Foliage is dark green, oval to nearly heart-shaped, alternate, 
simple, 2-3 in (5.1-7.6 cm) long, and shiny with wavy, slightly 
toothed margins. It has attractive autumn colors. 

Flowers grow in bunches in spring, often before leaves appear. 
They are 1 in (2.5 cm) wide, showy, malodorous, and white.  

Fruit are round, 0.3-0.5 in (0.8-1.3 cm) in diameter, and hard until 
a frost occurs; softened fruit are eaten by birds and spread widely. 

More Info 

Branch unions are often weak and break in high wind or from heavy ice or 
snow and either cause a slow death by infection or catastrophic failure. 
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